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ABSTRACT

This newsletter describes the Hawail Language Skills
Program, a total imstructional system that provides teacher
m.terials, pupil materials, instructional approaches, and vays of
assessing children's progress in language skills, literature, and
languagn systeas. Key approaches used include self-direc*ion snd peer
tutoring. The children are trained to work independently 4in an
environment laid out to permit choices from among 680 components and
activities, as vell as an environment that responds immediately to a
child's unique decision. Audio card readers are one example of the
auditory equipment available in the program. The couventional
reliance on the.single hook has been replaced by a wider usa of
multi-modal presentatious to accosmodate the many different learning
styles of children. The structura of the objectives and the
management and record-keeping procedures of the system allov teachers
to create an onvironment in which responsible self-activization and
self-direction are developed in the learner. (HOD) &
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ALOHA MEANS “WELCOME" TO A UNIQUE LEARNING EXPERIENCE

Total Instruction System for Language
Development

Consider For California Early Childhood
Education Program

Totally Individualized in Pacing, Modes,
Patterns

Non-~-Graded

Develops Self~Direction

LANGUAGE SKILLS

Children, like adults, dif{er in interests, in gryles
of fearning, in sptitude and wpeed, end 0 thelr
need to participste in docisions effecting their own
sctivities, Thae Hawsli Lenguage Skills Program
(Project ALOHA), developed end provet over the
pest live years by the University of Hewsii end the
Hawsii State Depsriment of Educstion, provides
for just these kinds of individusl diffsrences,
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The Hevneii English’ Progrem (HEP) is » totel In-
structional system that provides (sscher materiel,
Pupil materials, imtructional spProsches, end ways
of sseessing children’s progress in tenguage skils,
Hinrature, snd lengusge systems.

The structure of the objectivas end the mensge-
ment and record-kesping procedures of the system
silows the teschers 10 craste ¢ responsive lesrning
snvironment In which respomible seif-sctivization
and seif-direction sre devsioped i1, the (esrvor,

Each skills period beging with ¢ planning circle,
composed of the teschars snd the entire class.
This enc the evsluttion circle ot the end of the
perjod sre genereily the onty times thet the ciss
masts together at 8 whols; most of the other scti-
vities are done in small groups, in peirs, or indli-
viduslly, "yhe plisnning circle presents ths tuscher
with en opportunity to provide lsarning with step-
bystep treining in decialonmaking. As the period
begins, ench child is given the opportunity, under
teacher direction, to consider the renge of sctivi-
ties availsbie t0 him in the classroom, to make s
selection from these, and tc serbalize his decision.
Through this open discussion of what each child
will be doing, and why, the less mature learners
becoms sware of the types of tasks the oider and
more mature children sre engaging in,  Their ex-
pectstions for themsaives are stretched by hearing
thete chiidren tell of the “jobs” they have worked
on or are choosing. This leads many of the less
mature learners to consider sslecting similar tasks
for themselves.

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

in this way the tescher is sble to gulde chitdren
into the method (mode) of learning by which they
c3n be most successful in aach sros of skills. This
perticular method of teeching hss been proven
very effective in the development of communics-
tive skills end in helping pupils develop e responsi-
bllity for learning. The youngsters in this program
oro treined to we'rk for the most part independent.
ty, in an anvironmsnt {sld out to permit cholces
from an array of 680 components and activities,
a3 welt 8t an environment that responds immedi-
ately to a child’s unique decislon,

In addition to self-direction, another key spproach
in the HEP concept is peer tutoring, Tha child
who has successfully compieted a particulesr Lang-
uage Skills component as a learner is given the op-
portunity to tutor another chlid in that compan-
ent, A sanse of respontibility, purpois, and ssif-
fulfillment ere Important outcomes of teaching
others, but more important from s learning stand-
poinz is the knowledge thst comes t0 the child
who teaches. Helping another learn is e chance
to review, but it is to review in a game-like situa-
tion and with an adult-type purposs to snhance
the activity

Aside from its obvious learning benefits, peer tutor-
ing is proving beneficial in the classroom from a
social standpoint as weli. One of the first things
on observer notices in the classroom Is the obvious
acceptance and friendtiness of the children, one for
another, Becauze they ere continually working
togetiner, though selcom with the same pariner, no
chiid is left out of the sction « thare ire no cut-
casts. Al are working together in this positive,
success-oriented environment, free from aggressive
competition, where each is able to progress at his
own rate and according to his own specific needs.

Becsuse the record-kerping procedure stiows the
no child is “'lost”, The teacher is eble to provide
guidsnce to each child on an individual bssis re-
garding the child's i.~rning neecs, Materiels are
buift into the system to faciiitate peer tutoring and
the mansgement section of the teschar's treining
show teschars how 10 develop pesr tutoring skills
in children, Peer tutoring is important in freeing
teschers t0 essume # role of guidence to pupils in
an individualized progrem.

The first mode the children work with is the visusl
"stack”’ mode, - Thess stecked cards begin by teach:
ing decoding skills of discriminction and recogni-

tinn of such things ss symbols, numbers, |etters,

words, end finally linguistic patteris. The stecks

are detigned 10 sliow peer tutoring -— the fsarner
reading his card end the tutor checking him, The

last group of cards in each steck, containing every

word found in the stack, is used just by the teacher

when checking a child. There ars over 400 words

covered In the stacks, all of which are also found

on suditory mode materials es well,

Audio card resders ere an example of some of the
suditory equirment gvailsble in the class. Hers
the child recds 8 word on s ceed, Is checked by his
tutor If he has one, or if not, he can put the card
into the audio card reader which will “’reed’ the
word for him.

The learning materisls in the HEP reflect a move
away from the single textbook mode toward grest-
or use of non-textbook modes of educationel pre-
sentation, Books are still an important part of the
curriculum, as is evid"nced by the 207 volume In-
structionat library In this class, but the conven-
tionsl reliance on the single book has been replaced
by a wider use of multi-modal presentations to ac-
comodate the many ditferent learning styles of
chitdren,
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L'TE RATURE velop understanding of concepts, sequence, snd

plot even before the child has developed resding
The Literaiure component provides the chiid with  sxills and then is utilized simuitaneously wiih the
an opporturity to devsiop sn understanding and Language Skills throughout *he program. The
spplication of the use of Language Skills in the
art of communication, The Litersturs component
begins with games and activities designed 0 de-

strest of the Litirature cormmponant is on enjoy-
mant snd self-expressior. As teache:s reaso ;i0rivs
to groups of children, they respect aech chiid's in-
terpretations as refiected through c¢reative drama-
tics, art and rhythmic ectivities, and group and in-
dividual creative stories and poems, Thus, liters-
ture tor grades K-6 capitalizes on students’ in-
terests and development to lure them into under-
standing, appreciation, and enjoyment of literature
through personsl interaction with literary selec-
tions and accompanying materials.

Language Systeras for grades 4-6 aims at helping
children discover through high interest units how hu-
man communication is unique, how languages wor.
and how language aftects people ang socisty,




